IRS Dirty Dozen Lists For 2026 Back to Their Origin in 2001
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https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/dirty-dozen-tax-scams-for-2026-irs-reminds-taxpayers-to-watch-out-for-dangerous-threats
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/dirty-dozen-tax-scams-for-2025-irs-warns-taxpayers-to-watch-out-for-dangerous-threats
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/dirty-dozen
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-wraps-up-2023-dirty-dozen-list-reminds-taxpayers-and-tax-pros-to-be-wary-of-scams-and-schemes-even-after-tax-season
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-wraps-up-2022-dirty-dozen-scams-list-agency-urges-taxpayers-to-watch-out-for-tax-avoidance-strategies
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-announces-dirty-dozen-tax-scams-for-2021
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-unveils-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-for-2020-americans-urged-to-be-vigilant-to-these-threats-during-the-pandemic-and-its-aftermath
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-concludes-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-for-2019-agency-encourages-taxpayers-to-remain-vigilant-year-round
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-wraps-up-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-for-2018-encourages-taxpayers-to-remain-vigilant
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-summarizes-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-for-2017
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-wraps-up-the-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-for-2016
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-completes-the-dirty-dozen-tax-scams-for-2015
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-releases-the-dirty-dozen-tax-scams-for-2014-identity-theft-phone-scams-lead-list
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-releases-the-dirty-dozen-tax-scams-for-2013
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-releases-the-dirty-dozen-tax-scams-for-2012
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/dont-fall-prey-to-the-2011-dirty-dozen-tax-scams
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/beware-of-irs-2010-dirty-dozen-tax-scams
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/beware-of-irs-2009-dirty-dozen-tax-scams
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/phishing-scams-frivolous-arguments-top-the-2008-dirty-dozen-tax-scams
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/fraudulent-telephone-tax-refunds-abusive-roth-iras-top-off-2007-dirty-dozen-tax-scams
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-announces-dirty-dozen-tax-scams-for-2006
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-announces-the-2005-dirty-dozen
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-updates-the-dirty-dozen-for-2004-agency-warns-of-new-scams
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-updates-the-dirty-dozen-for-2003-agency-warns-of-12-common-scams
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-news/ir-02-12.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-news/ir-01-19.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/dirty-dozen-bogus-tax-avoidance-strategies-schemes-with-an-international-element-wrap-up-annual-taxpayer-awareness-campaign
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/dirty-dozen-beware-of-abusive-tax-avoidance-schemes
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-wraps-up-2022-dirty-dozen-scams-list-agency-urges-taxpayers-to-watch-out-for-tax-avoidance-strategies
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/failure-to-report-offshore-funds-remains-a-crime-irs-includes-topic-on-its-2019-dirty-dozen-scams-list
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-2018-dirty-dozen-tax-scams-abusive-tax-shelters-make-the-list
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-committed-to-stopping-offshore-tax-cheating-remains-on-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-for-2017
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/hiding-money-or-income-offshore-resides-on-the-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-for-the-2016-filing-season
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/hiding-money-or-income-offshore-among-the-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-for-the-2015-filing-season
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/dirty-dozen-bogus-tax-avoidance-strategies-schemes-with-an-international-element-wrap-up-annual-taxpayer-awareness-campaign
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/dirty-dozen-beware-of-abusive-tax-avoidance-schemes
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-wraps-up-2022-dirty-dozen-scams-list-agency-urges-taxpayers-to-watch-out-for-tax-avoidance-strategies
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-wraps-up-its-2021-dirty-dozen-scams-list-with-warning-about-promoted-abusive-arrangements
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/abusive-tax-shelters-trusts-conservation-easements-make-irs-2019-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-to-avoid
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/dirty-dozen-bogus-tax-avoidance-strategies-schemes-with-an-international-element-wrap-up-annual-taxpayer-awareness-campaign
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/dirty-dozen-beware-of-abusive-tax-avoidance-schemes
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-wraps-up-2022-dirty-dozen-scams-list-agency-urges-taxpayers-to-watch-out-for-tax-avoidance-strategies
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-wraps-up-its-2021-dirty-dozen-scams-list-with-warning-about-promoted-abusive-arrangements
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/abusive-tax-shelters-trusts-conservation-easements-make-irs-2019-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-to-avoid
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-2018-dirty-dozen-tax-scams-abusive-tax-shelters-make-the-list
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-warns-of-abusive-tax-shelters-on-2017-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/abusive-tax-shelters-again-on-the-irs-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-for-the-2016-filing-season
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/abusive-tax-shelters-again-on-the-irs-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-for-the-2015-filing-season
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/dirty-dozen-irs-warns-tax-pros-businesses-to-be-cautious-of-ongoing-spearphishing-attacks-to-gain-sensitive-information-warns-of-surge-in-new-client-scams
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/dirty-dozen-watch-out-for-schemes-aimed-at-high-income-filers-charitable-remainder-annuity-trusts-monetized-installment-sales-carry-risk
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-warns-taxpayers-of-dirty-dozen-tax-scams-for-2022
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/dirty-dozen-bogus-tax-avoidance-strategies-schemes-with-an-international-element-wrap-up-annual-taxpayer-awareness-campaign
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/dirty-dozen-beware-of-abusive-tax-avoidance-schemes
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-warns-taxpayers-of-dirty-dozen-tax-scams-for-2022
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-wraps-up-its-2021-dirty-dozen-scams-list-with-warning-about-promoted-abusive-arrangements
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/dirty-dozen-beware-of-abusive-tax-avoidance-schemes
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-warns-taxpayers-of-dirty-dozen-tax-scams-for-2022
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/dirty-dozen-irs-warns-tax-pros-businesses-to-be-cautious-of-ongoing-spearphishing-attacks-to-gain-sensitive-information-warns-of-surge-in-new-client-scams
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/dirty-dozen-watch-out-for-schemes-aimed-at-high-income-filers-charitable-remainder-annuity-trusts-monetized-installment-sales-carry-risk
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-warns-taxpayers-of-dirty-dozen-tax-scams-for-2022
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-wraps-up-its-2021-dirty-dozen-scams-list-with-warning-about-promoted-abusive-arrangements
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/abusive-tax-shelters-trusts-conservation-easements-make-irs-2019-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-to-avoid
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-2018-dirty-dozen-tax-scams-abusive-tax-shelters-make-the-list
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-warns-of-abusive-tax-shelters-on-2017-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/abusive-tax-shelters-again-on-the-irs-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-for-the-2016-filing-season
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/abusive-tax-shelters-again-on-the-irs-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-for-the-2015-filing-season
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/abusive-tax-shelters-trusts-conservation-easements-make-irs-2019-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-to-avoid
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/abusive-tax-shelters-again-on-the-irs-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-for-the-2016-filing-season
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/abusive-tax-shelters-again-on-the-irs-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-for-the-2015-filing-season
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/dirty-dozen-irs-warns-tax-pros-businesses-to-be-cautious-of-ongoing-spearphishing-attacks-to-gain-sensitive-information-warns-of-surge-in-new-client-scams
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Frauds against seniors and
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1>
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>

Scams — texting, email,
phone
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I><

Scams and misleading tax
information — social media
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lurking

1>



https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/dirty-dozen-tax-scams-for-2026-irs-reminds-taxpayers-to-watch-out-for-dangerous-threats
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/dirty-dozen-tax-scams-for-2025-irs-warns-taxpayers-to-watch-out-for-dangerous-threats
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/dirty-dozen
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-wraps-up-2023-dirty-dozen-list-reminds-taxpayers-and-tax-pros-to-be-wary-of-scams-and-schemes-even-after-tax-season
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-wraps-up-2022-dirty-dozen-scams-list-agency-urges-taxpayers-to-watch-out-for-tax-avoidance-strategies
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-announces-dirty-dozen-tax-scams-for-2021
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-unveils-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-for-2020-americans-urged-to-be-vigilant-to-these-threats-during-the-pandemic-and-its-aftermath
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-concludes-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-for-2019-agency-encourages-taxpayers-to-remain-vigilant-year-round
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-wraps-up-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-for-2018-encourages-taxpayers-to-remain-vigilant
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-summarizes-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-for-2017
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-wraps-up-the-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-for-2016
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-completes-the-dirty-dozen-tax-scams-for-2015
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-releases-the-dirty-dozen-tax-scams-for-2014-identity-theft-phone-scams-lead-list
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-releases-the-dirty-dozen-tax-scams-for-2013
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-releases-the-dirty-dozen-tax-scams-for-2012
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/dont-fall-prey-to-the-2011-dirty-dozen-tax-scams
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/beware-of-irs-2010-dirty-dozen-tax-scams
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/beware-of-irs-2009-dirty-dozen-tax-scams
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/phishing-scams-frivolous-arguments-top-the-2008-dirty-dozen-tax-scams
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/fraudulent-telephone-tax-refunds-abusive-roth-iras-top-off-2007-dirty-dozen-tax-scams
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-announces-dirty-dozen-tax-scams-for-2006
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-announces-the-2005-dirty-dozen
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-updates-the-dirty-dozen-for-2004-agency-warns-of-new-scams
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-updates-the-dirty-dozen-for-2003-agency-warns-of-12-common-scams
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-news/ir-02-12.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-news/ir-01-19.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-wraps-up-2022-dirty-dozen-scams-list-agency-urges-taxpayers-to-watch-out-for-tax-avoidance-strategies
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-continues-with-dirty-dozen-this-week-urging-taxpayers-to-continue-watching-out-for-pandemic-related-scams-including-theft-of-benefits-and-bogus-social-media-posts
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-dirty-dozen-list-warns-people-to-watch-out-for-tax-related-scams-involving-fake-charities-ghost-preparers-and-other-schemes
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-warns-against-covid-19-fraud-other-financial-schemes
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/dirty-dozen-irs-warns-about-fake-charities-exploiting-taxpayer-generosity
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/dirty-dozen-irs-warns-about-fake-charities-exploiting-taxpayer-generosity
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/dirty-dozen-irs-warns-of-scammers-using-fake-charities-to-exploit-taxpayers
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-continues-with-dirty-dozen-this-week-urging-taxpayers-to-continue-watching-out-for-pandemic-related-scams-including-theft-of-benefits-and-bogus-social-media-posts
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-dirty-dozen-list-warns-people-to-watch-out-for-tax-related-scams-involving-fake-charities-ghost-preparers-and-other-schemes
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-unveils-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-for-2020-americans-urged-to-be-vigilant-to-these-threats-during-the-pandemic-and-its-aftermath
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-cautions-taxpayers-on-scams-involving-disasters-charitable-causes-2019-dirty-dozen-list-continues
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/fake-charities-make-2018-dirty-dozen-list-taxpayers-should-be-alert-to-scams-involving-disasters-worthwhile-causes
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/fake-charities-on-the-irs-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-for-2017
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/fake-charities-are-a-problem-and-on-the-irs-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-for-2016
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/fake-charities-among-the-irs-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-for-2015
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-dirty-dozen-list-warns-people-to-watch-out-for-tax-related-scams-involving-fake-charities-ghost-preparers-and-other-schemes
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-unveils-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-for-2020-americans-urged-to-be-vigilant-to-these-threats-during-the-pandemic-and-its-aftermath
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-unveils-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-for-2020-americans-urged-to-be-vigilant-to-these-threats-during-the-pandemic-and-its-aftermath
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/dirty-dozen-scammers-use-every-trick-in-their-communication-arsenal-to-steal-your-identity-personal-financial-information-money-and-more
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-urges-caution-with-email-social-media-and-phones-as-part-of-dirty-dozen-series
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-be-vigilant-against-phone-scams-annual-dirty-dozen-list-continues
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/phishing-schemes-make-irs-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-for-2018-individuals-businesses-tax-pros-urged-to-remain-vigilant
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/phone-scams-remain-serious-threat-no-2-on-the-irs-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-for-2017
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/phone-scams-continue-to-be-a-serious-threat-remain-on-irs-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-for-the-2016-filing-season
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/phone-scams-continue-to-be-serious-threat-remain-on-irs-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-for-the-2015-filing-season
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/dirty-dozen-taking-tax-advice-on-social-media-can-be-bad-news-for-taxpayers-inaccurate-or-misleading-tax-information-circulating
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/dirty-dozen-taking-tax-advice-on-social-media-can-be-bad-news-for-taxpayers-inaccurate-or-misleading-tax-information-circulating
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/dirty-dozen-taking-tax-advice-on-social-media-can-be-bad-news-for-taxpayers-schemes-circulating-involving-tax-forms
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-unveils-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-for-2020-americans-urged-to-be-vigilant-to-these-threats-during-the-pandemic-and-its-aftermath
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-urges-caution-with-email-social-media-and-phones-as-part-of-dirty-dozen-series
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New Client Scams and Spear
Phishing

I><

Threatening impersonator
phone calls

I><

Payroll and HR scams

I><

Identity theft

1>

1>

1>

1>

1>

Ransomware

1>

Phishing and smishing
(smishing added in 2023)

I><

>

I><

>

> I

>

1>

I><

I><

1>

Phishing and spear phishing
scams targeting tax pros

>

I><

>

1>

Online account help from
third-party scammers for
identity theft

I><

>

I><

Al-enabled IRS
impersonation by phone
(robocalls, voice mimicry,
spoofed caller ID)

Con artist false filing, poses
as IRS to get repayment of
improper refund deposit
from unsuspecting taxpayer

I><

Pay the tax, then get the
prize

Social Security tax scheme —
pay a fee to scammer to get
refund [IR-99-21]

“I can get you a big refund ...

for a fee” and likely
borrowing your SSN

“I don’t pay taxes — why
should you?”

Untax yourself for $49.95



https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/dirty-dozen-tax-scams-for-2026-irs-reminds-taxpayers-to-watch-out-for-dangerous-threats
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/dirty-dozen-tax-scams-for-2025-irs-warns-taxpayers-to-watch-out-for-dangerous-threats
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/dirty-dozen
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-wraps-up-2023-dirty-dozen-list-reminds-taxpayers-and-tax-pros-to-be-wary-of-scams-and-schemes-even-after-tax-season
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-wraps-up-2022-dirty-dozen-scams-list-agency-urges-taxpayers-to-watch-out-for-tax-avoidance-strategies
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-announces-dirty-dozen-tax-scams-for-2021
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-unveils-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-for-2020-americans-urged-to-be-vigilant-to-these-threats-during-the-pandemic-and-its-aftermath
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-concludes-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-for-2019-agency-encourages-taxpayers-to-remain-vigilant-year-round
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-wraps-up-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-for-2018-encourages-taxpayers-to-remain-vigilant
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-summarizes-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-for-2017
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-wraps-up-the-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-for-2016
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-completes-the-dirty-dozen-tax-scams-for-2015
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-releases-the-dirty-dozen-tax-scams-for-2014-identity-theft-phone-scams-lead-list
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-releases-the-dirty-dozen-tax-scams-for-2013
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-releases-the-dirty-dozen-tax-scams-for-2012
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/dont-fall-prey-to-the-2011-dirty-dozen-tax-scams
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/beware-of-irs-2010-dirty-dozen-tax-scams
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/beware-of-irs-2009-dirty-dozen-tax-scams
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/phishing-scams-frivolous-arguments-top-the-2008-dirty-dozen-tax-scams
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/fraudulent-telephone-tax-refunds-abusive-roth-iras-top-off-2007-dirty-dozen-tax-scams
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-announces-dirty-dozen-tax-scams-for-2006
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-announces-the-2005-dirty-dozen
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-updates-the-dirty-dozen-for-2004-agency-warns-of-new-scams
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-updates-the-dirty-dozen-for-2003-agency-warns-of-12-common-scams
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-news/ir-02-12.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-news/ir-01-19.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-security-summit-partners-warn-of-surge-in-new-client-scams-aimed-at-tax-pros-as-2024-filing-season-approaches
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-unveils-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-for-2020-americans-urged-to-be-vigilant-to-these-threats-during-the-pandemic-and-its-aftermath
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-unveils-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-for-2020-americans-urged-to-be-vigilant-to-these-threats-during-the-pandemic-and-its-aftermath
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/identity-theft-remains-on-irs-dirty-dozen-list-despite-progress
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/despite-major-progress-identity-theft-still-on-irs-dirty-dozen-tax-scams-list
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/identity-theft-remains-on-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-irs-states-tax-industry-urge-people-to-be-vigilant-against-criminals
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/identity-theft-an-ongoing-concern-on-the-irs-annual-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-to-avoid
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/identity-theft-a-major-concern-on-the-irs-annual-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-to-avoid
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-urges-caution-with-email-social-media-and-phones-as-part-of-dirty-dozen-series
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-unveils-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-for-2020-americans-urged-to-be-vigilant-to-these-threats-during-the-pandemic-and-its-aftermath
https://www.irs.gov/privacy-disclosure/report-phishing
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-kicks-off-annual-dirty-dozen-with-warning-about-phishing-and-smishing-scams
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/dirty-dozen-watch-out-for-scammers-using-email-and-text-messages-to-try-tricking-people-during-tax-season
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/dirty-dozen-scammers-use-every-trick-in-their-communication-arsenal-to-steal-your-identity-personal-financial-information-money-and-more
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-unveils-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-for-2020-americans-urged-to-be-vigilant-to-these-threats-during-the-pandemic-and-its-aftermath
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-kicks-off-annual-list-of-most-prevalent-tax-scams-agency-warns-taxpayers-of-pervasive-phishing-schemes-in-its-dirty-dozen-campaign
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/phishing-schemes-make-irs-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-for-2018-individuals-businesses-tax-pros-urged-to-remain-vigilant
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/phishing-schemes-lead-the-irs-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-for-2017-remain-tax-time-threat
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/phishing-remains-on-the-irs-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-for-the-2016-filing-season
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/phishing-remains-on-the-irs-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-for-the-2015-filing-season
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/dirty-dozen-irs-warns-tax-pros-businesses-to-be-cautious-of-ongoing-spearphishing-attacks-to-gain-sensitive-information-warns-of-surge-in-new-client-scams
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/dirty-dozen-irs-urges-tax-pros-and-other-businesses-to-beware-of-spearphishing-offers-tips-to-avoid-dangerous-common-scams
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/latest-spear-phishing-scams-target-tax-professionals
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-urges-caution-with-email-social-media-and-phones-as-part-of-dirty-dozen-series
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/dirty-dozen-irs-warns-taxpayers-to-stay-away-from-helpful-scammers-offering-to-set-up-an-online-account
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/dirty-dozen-irs-warns-taxpayers-to-stay-away-from-helpful-scammers-offering-to-set-up-an-online-account
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/dirty-dozen-irs-warns-of-scammers-offering-help-to-set-up-an-online-account-creates-identity-theft-risk-for-honest-taxpayers
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-unveils-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-for-2020-americans-urged-to-be-vigilant-to-these-threats-during-the-pandemic-and-its-aftermath
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-news/ir-99-21.pdf
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2025

2024

2023

2020

2022
2021
2019

2018

2017

2016

2015
2014
2013
2012
2011

2010

2009

2008

2007

2006

2005

2004

2003

2002

2001

IRS “agent” comes to your
house to collect

>

>

Misleading promotion of
special tax refund for
African-Americans, often for
a charge for filing [IR-2000-
69]

I><

1>

1>

I><

Claim Disabled Access credit
for pay phones

OIC Mills

1>

I><

>

Credit counseling agencies

>

>

Unscrupulous return
preparers; return preparer
fraud

(2024 expanded to include
ghost preparers)

I><

>

Inflated refund claims

1>

1>

1>

1>

I><
>
>

False claims for refund and
requests for abatement

Improper Household
Employment Taxes (Fictional
Employees)

I><

Bogus SE Tax Credit

Credits for Sick and Family
Leave

X [IX

Employee Retention Credit
(ERC) claims

>

I><

Overstated Withholding
Scam

I><

Telephone excise tax refund
abuses

I><



https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/dirty-dozen-tax-scams-for-2026-irs-reminds-taxpayers-to-watch-out-for-dangerous-threats
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/dirty-dozen-tax-scams-for-2025-irs-warns-taxpayers-to-watch-out-for-dangerous-threats
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/dirty-dozen
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-wraps-up-2023-dirty-dozen-list-reminds-taxpayers-and-tax-pros-to-be-wary-of-scams-and-schemes-even-after-tax-season
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-wraps-up-2022-dirty-dozen-scams-list-agency-urges-taxpayers-to-watch-out-for-tax-avoidance-strategies
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-announces-dirty-dozen-tax-scams-for-2021
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-unveils-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-for-2020-americans-urged-to-be-vigilant-to-these-threats-during-the-pandemic-and-its-aftermath
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-concludes-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-for-2019-agency-encourages-taxpayers-to-remain-vigilant-year-round
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-wraps-up-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-for-2018-encourages-taxpayers-to-remain-vigilant
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-summarizes-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-for-2017
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-wraps-up-the-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-for-2016
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-completes-the-dirty-dozen-tax-scams-for-2015
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-releases-the-dirty-dozen-tax-scams-for-2014-identity-theft-phone-scams-lead-list
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-releases-the-dirty-dozen-tax-scams-for-2013
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-releases-the-dirty-dozen-tax-scams-for-2012
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/dont-fall-prey-to-the-2011-dirty-dozen-tax-scams
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/beware-of-irs-2010-dirty-dozen-tax-scams
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/beware-of-irs-2009-dirty-dozen-tax-scams
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/phishing-scams-frivolous-arguments-top-the-2008-dirty-dozen-tax-scams
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/fraudulent-telephone-tax-refunds-abusive-roth-iras-top-off-2007-dirty-dozen-tax-scams
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-announces-dirty-dozen-tax-scams-for-2006
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-announces-the-2005-dirty-dozen
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-updates-the-dirty-dozen-for-2004-agency-warns-of-new-scams
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-updates-the-dirty-dozen-for-2003-agency-warns-of-12-common-scams
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-news/ir-02-12.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-news/ir-01-19.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-news/ir-00-69.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-news/ir-00-69.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-drop/rr-04-33.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-drop/rr-04-33.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-drop/rr-04-33.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-drop/rr-04-33.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-warns-of-mills-taking-advantage-of-taxpayers-with-offer-in-compromise-program
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/dirty-dozen-beware-of-offer-in-compromise-mills-that-falsely-claim-their-services-are-necessary-to-resolve-irs-debt
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/dirty-dozen-watch-out-for-offer-in-compromise-mills-where-promoters-claim-their-services-are-needed-to-settle-irs-debts
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/dirty-dozen-irs-urges-anyone-having-trouble-paying-their-taxes-to-avoid-anyone-claiming-they-can-settle-tax-debt-for-pennies-on-the-dollar-known-as-oic-mills
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-dirty-dozen-list-warns-people-to-watch-out-for-tax-related-scams-involving-fake-charities-ghost-preparers-and-other-schemes
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-unveils-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-for-2020-americans-urged-to-be-vigilant-to-these-threats-during-the-pandemic-and-its-aftermath
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-ftc-and-state-regulators-urge-care-when-seeking-help-from-credit-counseling-organizations
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-ftc-and-state-regulators-urge-care-when-seeking-help-from-credit-counseling-organizations
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/dirty-dozen-irs-urges-taxpayers-to-not-fall-prey-to-untrustworthy-tax-preparers-ghost-preparers-can-disappear-with-taxpayer-cash-information
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/dirty-dozen-irs-urges-taxpayers-to-not-fall-prey-to-untrustworthy-tax-preparers-ghost-preparers-can-disappear-with-taxpayer-cash-information
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/dirty-dozen-irs-warns-individuals-to-stay-clear-of-shady-tax-preparers-offers-tips-on-carefully-choosing-tax-professionals
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-dirty-dozen-list-warns-people-to-watch-out-for-tax-related-scams-involving-fake-charities-ghost-preparers-and-other-schemes
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-unveils-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-for-2020-americans-urged-to-be-vigilant-to-these-threats-during-the-pandemic-and-its-aftermath
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-choose-tax-preparers-carefully-tax-return-preparer-fraud-makes-irs-2019-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/tax-return-preparer-fraud-ranks-on-2018-dirty-dozen-taxpayers-urged-to-choose-reputable-tax-preparers
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-dirty-dozen-series-of-tax-scams-for-2017-includes-return-preparer-fraud-choose-reputable-return-preparers
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/return-preparer-fraud-is-on-the-irs-annual-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-to-avoid-during-the-2016-filing-season
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/identity-theft-a-major-concern-on-the-irs-annual-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-to-avoid
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-be-on-the-lookout-for-promises-of-inflated-tax-refunds-2019-irs-dirty-dozen-list-continues
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/taxpayers-alerted-against-falsely-inflated-refunds-in-dirty-dozen-list-seniors-many-others-at-risk
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/falsely-inflating-refund-claims-on-the-irs-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-for-2017
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/inflated-refund-claims-again-made-the-irs-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-for-the-2016-filing-season
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/inflated-refund-claims-remain-on-the-irs-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-for-the-2015-filing-season
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/dirty-dozen-tax-scams-for-2025-irs-warns-taxpayers-to-watch-out-for-dangerous-threats
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-warns-taxpayers-about-misleading-claims-about-non-existent-self-employment-tax-credit-promoters-social-media-peddling-inaccurate-eligibility-suggestions
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/dirty-dozen-tax-scams-for-2025-irs-warns-taxpayers-to-watch-out-for-dangerous-threats
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/dirty-dozen-beware-of-aggressive-promoters-who-dupe-taxpayers-into-making-questionable-employee-retention-credit-claims-risks-continue-for-small-businesses-special-withdrawal-program-remains-available
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-opens-2023-dirty-dozen-with-warning-about-employee-retention-credit-claims-increased-scrutiny-follows-aggressive-promoters-making-offers-too-good-to-be-true
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/misleading-social-media-advice-leads-to-false-claims-for-fuel-tax-credit-sick-and-family-leave-credit-household-employment-taxes-faqs-help-address-common-questions-next-steps-for-those-receiving-irs
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/telephone-excise-tax-refund

Improper claims for
business credits such as for
research or fuel tax

Falsifying income to claim
credits

American Indian
Employment credit

Hiding income with fake
documents

Falsely claiming zero wages
or using false Form 1099

Share/borrow EITC
dependents

Falsely padding deductions
on returns

Improper home-based
business to deduct personal
expenses

“No gain” deduction (deduct
allincome on Schedule A)

“Claim of Right” doctrine
(claiming deduction equal to
wages)

Filing false or misleading
forms

Zero return (all zeros
entered)

“Free money” from IRS and
tax scams involving Social
Security

Nontaxable Social Security
benefits with exaggerated
withholding credit

2006

2004

2003

2002

2001

2009

2008

2007

2005

2010

2026
2014
2013
2012
2011

2016

2020
2018
2017
2015

2021
2019

2023

2025
2024
2022
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1>

>

>

>
>
>
>
>

>

>
>
>
>

I><
>
>

>

I><

>
>



https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/dirty-dozen-tax-scams-for-2026-irs-reminds-taxpayers-to-watch-out-for-dangerous-threats
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/dirty-dozen-tax-scams-for-2025-irs-warns-taxpayers-to-watch-out-for-dangerous-threats
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/dirty-dozen
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-wraps-up-2023-dirty-dozen-list-reminds-taxpayers-and-tax-pros-to-be-wary-of-scams-and-schemes-even-after-tax-season
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-wraps-up-2022-dirty-dozen-scams-list-agency-urges-taxpayers-to-watch-out-for-tax-avoidance-strategies
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-announces-dirty-dozen-tax-scams-for-2021
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-unveils-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-for-2020-americans-urged-to-be-vigilant-to-these-threats-during-the-pandemic-and-its-aftermath
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-concludes-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-for-2019-agency-encourages-taxpayers-to-remain-vigilant-year-round
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-wraps-up-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-for-2018-encourages-taxpayers-to-remain-vigilant
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-summarizes-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-for-2017
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-wraps-up-the-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-for-2016
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-completes-the-dirty-dozen-tax-scams-for-2015
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-releases-the-dirty-dozen-tax-scams-for-2014-identity-theft-phone-scams-lead-list
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-releases-the-dirty-dozen-tax-scams-for-2013
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-releases-the-dirty-dozen-tax-scams-for-2012
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/dont-fall-prey-to-the-2011-dirty-dozen-tax-scams
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/beware-of-irs-2010-dirty-dozen-tax-scams
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/beware-of-irs-2009-dirty-dozen-tax-scams
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/phishing-scams-frivolous-arguments-top-the-2008-dirty-dozen-tax-scams
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/fraudulent-telephone-tax-refunds-abusive-roth-iras-top-off-2007-dirty-dozen-tax-scams
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-announces-dirty-dozen-tax-scams-for-2006
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-announces-the-2005-dirty-dozen
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-updates-the-dirty-dozen-for-2004-agency-warns-of-new-scams
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-updates-the-dirty-dozen-for-2003-agency-warns-of-12-common-scams
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-news/ir-02-12.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-news/ir-01-19.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-casst-announce-2025-filing-season-changes-aimed-at-preventing-spread-of-scams-schemes-new-fuel-tax-credit-statement-and-increased-review-of-other-withholding-claims-among-highlights
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/dirty-dozen-irs-warns-about-false-fuel-tax-credit-claims-taxpayers-should-be-wary-of-scammers-heightened-review
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/dirty-dozen-watch-out-for-third-party-promoters-of-false-fuel-tax-credit-claims
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-wraps-up-its-2021-dirty-dozen-scams-list-with-warning-about-promoted-abusive-arrangements
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/avoid-improper-claims-for-business-credits-topic-makes-this-years-irs-dirty-dozen-list
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-for-2018-contains-warning-to-avoid-improper-claims-for-business-credits
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/excessive-claims-for-business-credits-makes-the-irs-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/excessive-claims-for-business-credits-is-on-irs-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-for-the-2016-filing-season
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/excessive-claims-for-fuel-tax-credits-make-the-irs-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-for-the-2015-filing-season
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/schemes-involving-falsifying-income-creating-bogus-documents-make-irs-dirty-dozen-list-for-2019
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/falsified-income-fake-forms-1099-part-of-irs-dirty-dozen
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-includes-falsifying-income-scam-in-2017-list-of-dirty-dozen
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/falsifying-income-to-claim-tax-credits-is-on-the-irs-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-for-the-2016-filing-season
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/falsifying-income-to-claim-tax-credits-hits-the-irs-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-for-the-2015-filing-season
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/filing-fake-documents-to-hide-income-is-again-on-the-irs-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-for-the-2015-filing-season
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-2019-dirty-dozen-tax-scams-list-highlights-inflating-deductions-credits
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/falsely-padding-deductions-highlighted-in-irs-2018-dirty-dozen-tax-scams
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs-annual-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-to-avoid-includes-falsely-padding-deductions
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/falsely-padding-deductions-on-returns-is-on-the-irs-annual-dirty-dozen-list-of-tax-scams-to-avoid
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-drop/rr-04-32.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-drop/rr-04-32.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-drop/rr-04-32.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-drop/rr-04-29.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-drop/rr-04-29.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-drop/rr-04-34.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-drop/rr-04-34.pdf
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Frivolous tax arguments [the
IRS maintains an extensive
list of these arguments and
why they are frivolous]

Notes:

e Some years show more than 12 scams and problems because for some years, the IRS combined items that were separate
ones in earlier years or an item might also fit within a description used in a different year. For example, for 2023 the IRS
included multiple issues in three of the twelve items (IR-2023-71 (4/5/23):

0 Schemes aimed at high-income filers:
= Charitable Remainder Annuity Trust (CRAT)
= Monetized Installment Sales
0 Bogus tax avoidance strategies
=  Micro-captive insurance arrangements
= Syndicated conservation easements
0 Schemes with international elements
= Offshore accounts and digital assets
= Maltese individual retirement arrangements misusing treaty
= Puerto Rican and foreign captive insurance

e Insome years, such as 2008, the IRS reminds readers that “the absence of a particular scheme from the Dirty Dozen should
not be taken as an indication that the IRS is unaware of it or not taking steps to counter it.” [IR-2008-41 (March 13, 2008)]

e The “dirty dozen” list appears to have started in 2002 as the news release (IR-2002-12 (1/31/02)) referred to the “dirty
dozen” scams the IRS wants to warn taxpayers about. A news release in 2001 (IR-2001-19 (2/18/01)) warned of eight
common schemes and these eight then appeared on “dirty dozen” lists over the next few years.
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e In addition to listing numerous scams in the annual Dirty Dozen list, the IRS also maintains a website — Tax Scams/Consumer
Alerts, that lists and explains numerous types of scams that target taxpayers and provides tips to avoid getting scammed.
0 Also see new scam/fraud reporting website started in 2026 (IR-2026-26 (2/26/26)):
= |RS.gov/SubmitATip, and posters: Pub 6138 and 6139.
e The three broad categories used in the table for displaying the “dirty dozen” for each year was created and sorted by the
author, not the IRS.
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